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Border Trade and Rural Development: A Tale of Two Bordering Villages in Mizoram 
Lily Sangpui & Easwaran Kanagaraj 

The Look East Policy(LEP) rechristened as the Act East Policy (AEP) was formulated on the backdrop of looking towards the east, with the drive to integrate with the cconomies and in strengthening relations with the Southeast Asian (SEA) countries in the varied fields of security, trade and energy (Thomas, 2000; Haokip, 2015). As a part of India's external policy under AEP, bilateral trade agreement with Myanmar, considered as a gateway to SEA, was signed in 1994. Bilateral trade was seen as a rapprochement with Myanmar to mark India's new engagement in a pragmatic manner rather than banking on idealist manoeuver that had continually ill- placed India in the past (Routray, 2011). It is in the domestic consideration of the AEP, to help transform the geographical constrained of Northeast region (NER) by taking advantage of its geo-strategic location, that generated much hype and attention. 
The opening of borders for trade, where the troubled frontiers of NER aggravated it to be more receptive towards security, has assumed a new narrative in the light of the AEP.The connotation of border trade as a linkage to development changes the way how development narrative is seen for the NER. This ostensibly posits border trade not just as a strategic tool build relations but also as a tool for development. As a strategic tool border trade helps in forging relations across countries especially with neighbouring countries within the objective for greater economic ties. Another aspect is that it helps draw the line of control and recognition of border line demarcation. At a local level, border trade is viewed as part of a larger border development plan, one that has the potential to usher in the much needed 

development in border regions. As part of border area development plan border trade provides alternative means of livelihood to border residents, generate 
employment opportunities, and inject infrastructures that are critical to boost the 
local economy. From these perspectives, border trade acts not just as a strategic tool 
on its own, but also as a catalysing agent for regional development. 
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